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A four-day workshop (2 – 6 January 2007) on Media policy was organized with researchers from the SEENPM countries participating. The workshop discussed the challenges set by the center’s expectations and ideas regarding the Researcher’s network (how could expertise be provided, what could be done to fulfil the mission of an expert body supporting SEENPM activities, etc.).

SEENPM Network was represented by Sandor Orban, SEENPM’s Executive Director. Researchers nominated by SEENPM centers were: Ilda Londo (Albania), Amer Dzihana (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Danail Danov (Bulgaria), Dalibor Dobric and Julije Katancevic (Croatia), Peter Bajomi-Lazar (Hungary), Vladimir Misev (Macedonia), Eugeniu Luchianiuc (Moldova), and Iulian Comanescu (Romania).
Training sessions were given by international media experts: Vera Illes – Free Voice/The Management & Media Academy, Netherlands; Miklós Sükösd – Department of Political Science, and Center for Media and Communication Studies, Central European University, Hungary; Dessislava Damianova – Free Voice/The Management and Media Academy, Netherlands.

Main issues discussed by the media experts were: Prospects of Local Media (overview of the local media – number, ownership, spread, circulation etc.; recommendations and conclusions towards the position of media research centers, etc.), Media Policy (discussion on topical problem areas, global and regional trends, prospects for public service broadcasting, EU integration and the media, possibilities for regional cooperation, etc.), and Media Sustainability (media NGOs in the changing environment, survival strategies, donors’ perspectives for sustainable development, etc.). The wrap-up discussion was moderated by Roumen Yanovski from ACCESS – Sofia Foundation by discussing prospects for SEENPM research development: through identifying SEENPM centers media research needs, as well as identifying joint projects’ areas of imminent importance.
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