

Media Researchers Network
Founding conference
Sofia, 4-5 March 2006

Organized by ACCESS-Sofia Foundation

under the South East European Network for Professionalization of the Media

Founding conference to establish Media Researchers Network under the SEENPM auspices was held on 4-5 March 2006 in Sofia, Bulgaria. Representatives of SEENPM member organizations as well as one research expert per country attended the conference:

1. Artan Puto – Media Researcher, Albania

2. Ilda Londo – Research Coordinator at the Albanian Media Institute, Albania
3. Adla Isanovic – Researcher and Analyst at the Media Center, Sarajevo and the Centre for Media Policy, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
4. Amer Džihana – Research Coordinator at the Media Center, Sarajevo and the Centre for Media Policy, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

5. Dusan Babic – Media Researcher and Analyst at the Media Plan Institute, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
6. Roumen Yanovski – Media Researcher at ACCESS – Sofia Foundation, Bulgaria

7. Valery Roussanov –President of ACCESS – Sofia Foundation, Bulgaria

8. Veneta Litkova – Research Coordinator at the ACCESS – Sofia Foundation, Bulgaria 

9. Danail Danov – Media Researcher, Media Development Center, Bulgaria
10. Yana Pelovska – Research Coordinator at the Media Development Center, Bulgaria
11. Katerina Grupce – Program Assistant at the Center for Independent Journalism, Hungary

12. Snezana Trpevska – Head of Programme and Audience Research Department, Broadcasting Council of the Republic of Macedonia

13. Aleksandra Temenugova – Media Training Coordinator at Macedonian Institute for Media, Macedonia

14. Natalia Angheli-Zaicenco – Senior consultant and Research Coordinator at the Independent Journalism Center, Moldova
15. Angela Sirbu – Media Researcher and Director at Independent Journalism Center, Moldova
16. Manuela Preoteasa – Researcher at Center for Independent Journalism, Romania
17. Petar Komnenic – Montenegro Media Institute, Serbia and Montenegro
18. Goranka Jednak – Editor-Journalist in Radio Novi Sad, Public service of Vojvodina, Serbia and Montenegro
19. Marina Kolaric – Program Assistant at the Novi Sad School of Journalism, Serbia and Montenegro
20. Milica Miletic – Program and Research Coordinator at the Media Center, Serbia and Montenegro
21. Miodrag Miljkovic – Media Expert and Training Consultant at the Media Center, Serbia and Montenegro
22. Brankica Petkovic – Head of the Center for Media Policy at the Peace Institute, Slovenia
23. Lana Zdravkovic – Media projects Assistant at the Peace Institute, Slovenia
Valery Roussanov opened Media Researchers Network conference with short presentation of the Media Researchers Network project, setting further discussions’ agenda:

1. SEENPM centers presentations: opinions; samples of research; needs and possibilities as well as Media experts’ presentations – opinions on needs, experience and challenges.

2. SEENPM Researchers Network development.

3. Objectives, strategy, possibilities of the Researchers Network. Identifying priorities of the Network.

Several SEENPM centers representatives and media researchers proposed presentations concerning local media scene, media research issues and institutions engaged with media research. 

Discussions were opened on the Network structure; implementation phases of project activities; involvement of the SEENPM centers and country researchers in project activities; defining training workshop objectives and scope of topical areas for researchers training.

As a result of discussions sеveral topical research areas were determined (see list attached). Participants reached an agreement to specify five priority issues in common interest of all SEENPM countries involved to form the main topics of the forthcoming training workshop. 

Participants proposed restructuring of the project activities as to remove Task Force Missions panel in favour of wider range of Training Workshop panel, including two (instead of one) media researchers per country. Justification of the proposal is to be found in the expectations that in such a way the project would be more efficient in establishing and promoting Media Researchers Network.
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