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Brankica Petkovic is Head of the Center for Media Policy at the Peace Institute in Ljubljana and Editor-in-Chief of the Media Watch book series and Media Watch journal. She was editor of the first issue of the Intolerance Monitoring Report in Slovenia in 2001. She is author of number of articles on media representations of minorities with focus on Roma minority in Slovenia. Her work at the Peace Institute is focused on monitoring, policy research, advocacy, training/education and publishing activities in the field of media accountability (professional standards), access of minority groups and citizens to the media (communication rights of citizens and minority groups), media content diversity and media ownership pluralism.

From July 2003 to June 2004 she was a project leader for the regional project “Media ownership and its impact on media independence and pluralism in South East European and new EU member countries”, organized within the framework of the South East European Network for Professionalisation of the Media, a network of 17 media centers and institutes. The project included research and advocacy work and resulted with 18 country reports and a regional overview published on the web site (www.mirovni-institut.si/media_ownership) and in a comprehensive book, and presented at the international conference with more than 80 most renowned experts and professionals. The project covered 18 countries, including Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Kosovo/a, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and Slovenia.

Since 2003 she is leading a project “Building Communication Capacities of Roma in Slovenia” which includes training of young Roma on radio journalism, policy research and advocacy work aimed at establishment of the first Roma radio station in Slovenia.

She is member of the expert committee for media and audiovisual policy at the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia. At the 7th European Ministerial Conference on Mass Media Policy, organized by the Council of Europe on 10-11 March 2005 in Kyiv she was speaker on cultural diversity and media pluralism on behalf of European NGOs.

She is co-author of comments and amendments to the proposed law on access to information (2003 and 2005) and the proposed law on public service broadcasting RTV Slovenija (2005) and on the proposed changes of the mass media law (2005) submitted to the Slovenian government and the parliament on behalf of NGOs during the adoption of the legislation.

She is regularly participating in training, advocacy and research activities of the South East European Network for Professionalisation of the Media (SEENPM) throughout the region since its establishment in 2000 and in empowerment activities of the Online/More Colours in the Media Network (a network of the media and minority organizations in Europe) since 2004.

In 2005 she has been awareded with the Dr. Erhard Busek - SEEMO Award for Better Understanding in South East Europe (SEEMO is the Vienna based South East Europe Media Organisation, a network of editors, media executives and leading journalists in South East Europe and an affiliate of the International Press Institute).
In 2005 she was correspondent from Slovenia for Study on Co-Regulation Measures in the Media Sector, prepared by the Hans Bredow Institute for Media Research at the University of Hamburg and the European Institute for Media Law from Saarbrucken for the European Commission.

She graduated in South Slavic languages and literature from the University of Osijek, Croatia, in 1989. She is concluding her MA in Sociology of Culture (program title: Public Discourse, Social Exclusion and Stigmatisation ) at the Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana.

She worked as a journalist for Vjesnik, Večernji list and Glas Slavonije newspapers in Croatia, and as a section editor of the student newspaper Ten during the university study in Osijek. After the outbreak of war and the take-over of Glas Slavonije newspaper she moved to Ljubljana. From 1991 to 1992 she worked as junior advisor in the cabinet of the Republic of Slovenia (during the mandate of Dr. Janez Drnovsek) in the then presidency of SFRY in Belgrade. From 1992 to 1993 she was program officer at the Pharos Foundation in Ljubljana, and from 1993 to 2000 program director at the Soros Foundation in Ljubljana. Since 2001 she works for the Peace Institute.
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