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ROMA MAINSTREAM MEDIA INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

ACCESS – Sofia Foundation have implemented the Program for a third year, supported by Institute for Foreign Cultural Relations, Project Team Media-Im-Pakt within the framework of the Stability Pact for Southeast Europe and Open Society Institute. 

The program is designed to train young Roma people to become journalists. This full-time program integrates both classroom and newsroom training. The Roma interns are initially trained in intensive 4-month journalism courses. After that, depending on their interests, talents and capabilities they are sent to professional media newsrooms to practice the acquired journalism skills and knowledge for a period of 3 months. In the newsrooms the Roma interns work under the supervision and guidance of a mentor while at the same time attending additional training courses in journalism. Interns also have the opportunity to learn about radio and TV production during special one-week courses. Special field trips are organized for the interns to become more familiar with the places and events surrounding them.

The interns receive a monthly stipend for their participation in the program. By the end of the 8 month program they are modeled as journalists who will be able to pursue careers in the media field.

During the intensive journalism training, the interns attended full-time classes. The classes are designed to train the young Roma to acquire the level of competency in the theory and practice of journalism for beginner reporters. The Roma interns passed the courses described in the project proposal. These are: Basic journalism skills; Politics and law; Economic and social reporting; Police and court reporting; Media management; Human rights and interethnic relations; Intergroup communication; Computer assisted reporting; Voice training; Grammar and style; English language; Reporting Diversity; Radio course; TV course.

Trainers and internship mentors in the program were prominent Bulgarian journalists, media and cultural experts, NGO representatives – Antonina Zhelyazkova, Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the International Centre for Minority Studies and Intercultural Relations; Boiko Vassilev, a journalist with long experience, Editor in Panorama TV Program, Bulgarian National Television; Yassen Boyadjiev, a radio journalist, Programme Director of InfoRadio; Georgi Apostolov, journalist of long experience, at present coordinator for the Media Expert Group of Coalition 2000; Valery Naidenov, editor in Nova TV; Georgi Lozanov, media expert and lecturer at The Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication; Haralan Aleksandrov, social anthropologist; Stanimir Vaglenov, journalist and editor at 24 Chassa Daily Newspaper; Tania Harizanova, TV journalist, the first criminal reporter at the Bulgaria National Television, author of numerous documentaries; Kin Stoianov, Chairman of Board of Directors “13 centuries Bulgaria” NGO; Milena Dimitrova, journalist and editor; Daniela Kaneva, TV journalist and editor, author of documentaries; Elena Yoncheva, TV journalist and editor; etc.

As of date the Program has registered a sizeable success. The success list runs as follows:

· The selected 11 interns (out of 69 applicants) graduated from the Program’s four-month intensive journalism training course with good to excellent results and were (still are) highly motivated to pursue the journalist career;

· All 11 interns have been placed in the newsrooms of top mainstream media – print and electronic:  Standart, Shumenski pokazatel; BNT – Bulgarian National Television; BNR – Bulgarian National Radio, InfoRadio;

· Most of the interns are working simultaneously for more than one media;

· Some of the interns have reached agreements with their or other media to sign a contract. One of them has arranged to stay on as a fulltime editor in Shumenski pokazatel, one of the newest regional dailies; 
Apart from these measurable results, a notable shift in attitudes is to be noticed. Members of media staff of several mainstream newspapers, radio and TV stations involved in the project, seem positively surprised by the opportunity to “make use” of Roma with enough skills and abilities. There is also increasing media interest in the sustainability of the project, stemming from the fact that most of the interns proved to be quite able to perform practical media tasks. It proved that the best way to combat media scepticism is the very performance of the Roma interns and not the PR-strategy for promoting the program. 
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